“4 24 Penfield Avenue, East Berlin 
1885 


Victorian 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 134 


1885 current owner: Aime & Fernand Brochu Victorian 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 
Sketch 
1885 current owner: Janet & Mark Wicander 
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BUILDING AND STRUCTURES 


IDENTIFICATION 


DESCRIPTION 


STATE OF CONNECTICUT ‘ ; 
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION om eter | Bees 
59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 quan: 


(203) 566-3005 
DISTRICT TF NR, SPECIFY 


= #134 Ds Conr | Do actust () Potentiot 
1. BUILDING NAME (Common) (Historic) r 


Berlin East Berlin Hartford 


REE NO NUMBER (and-or location) 


24 Penfield Avenue 17-2/151/4 
= SRE Aime J. & Alfred & ? T = rin 
Brochu, ernand J. _Brochu, Yvonne LU_E. Berlin 06024] Pubtic Privote 
U (Present) (Historie) 
Residence Residence 
6 5 
ACCESSIBILITY EXTERIOR VSIBLE FROM PUBLK ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIGLE iY a LAIN 
TO PUBLIC: iS Yes ()ne fa} Yes Ex) no a 
Y e) G toi DA OF CONSTRU 1ON 
Victorian Vernacular c. 1885 
8. TERIAL(S) (indicate use of location when appropriate) 
h 
ie Clapboord Asbestos Siding 0 Brick aa 


0 Wood Shingle oO Asphalt Siding O Fieldstone 
ie Boord & Batten O Stucco O Cobblestone 


Aluminum Concrete Cut stone 
Siding i ——_—— Type: 
9. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 


Gl Wood frame 0 Post and beam O balloon 


O Load bearing masonry I Structural iron or steel 


& Other (Specify) 
0 ROOF (TV) 


ie: Gable O Flot Oj Monsard , Monitor O sowtooth 
0 Gombrel O Shed O Hip (3B Round iy) 


(Material) 


Roll 
Oo Wood Shingle 0 Aspholt Oo Tin Bi Slate B Gable end to the street 
Other 


(e deckeinatingles CL) ution tite () Spceuty) 


Tl, NUMBER OF STORIES] APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 


O Ridge parallel to the street 


2 172 20° sx 26° 

ONDITION | Nivi tural ThAteriny 
O Excellent ie! Good OC Fair O Deteriorated i Excellent fj Good k) Foir O Deterioroted 
13, INTEGRITY (Len ationt WHEN’ CAlerartans) iF YES, EXPLAIN : 

percat srumis 

Chere D) meved [x] Yes @ No Siding 
' REL D0 OUTBUILDINGS OR LAND P J URES 
OX Born ODO Shed (%) Gorage i] Other landscape feotures or buildings (Specify) 

Corriage 

house’ (J Shop Ea Garden i 
15 SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT ; 
O Open lond pecs (x) Residentiol O Scattered buildings visible from site 

Indus- 

‘BS Commercial EA (9 Rural Ltrigh building density 


16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS 


In an area of East Berlin with’ many Victorian houses. 


PHOTOGRAPHER 6 

11/84 
NEGATIVE ON FILE 

se 030 


PHOTO 


OATE 


12/84 : 


°| COMPILED BY 
ri 


Hartford, Connecticut 06106 


QUEN 1ELO EVALUATION 


17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior und/or exterior) 


This house has a three-bay front-facing gable-end facade and a full- 
height ell on the right. The right entry features an old or original 
door with a single large light over panels. A full-width hip-roofed 
porch extends across the facade and features turned posts, jigsawn 
post brackets with drops at the top and bottom, a plain rail, anda 
cut-out slat railing suggesting turned balusters. Window detailing is 
largely obscured by modern siding. There is a single round-arched 
attic light on the front gable; both front and right gables have a 
molded cornice with a partial return. 


DESCRIPTION (Continued! 


S Hi ORI L OR RCHI U t POR 


Architecturally, the house is significant as a simple but largely 

intact example of Victorian vernacular architecture, one of many built 
in East Berlin during the boom years of the Berlin Iron Bridge Company. 
The wood decoration that is a hallmark of the genre is seen here in 

the porch posts, brackets, and rail. The simple gable-and-ell plan 

of the house is typical of many modest mid- and late-19th-century houses. 


SIGNIFICANCE 


This house was built and perhaps occupied by Walter E. Penfield. Pen- 
field, born in 1844, had a long career in East Berlin industry, working 
for 30 years as a machinist at Roys & Wilcox, and then joining the 
Berlin Iron Bridge Company in 1892. Penfield was quite active in the 
East Berlin real estate market in thc 1880s and 1890s, subdividing sev- 
eral acres purchased from Emily Smith. He retained ownership of this 
house until 1918. 


Beers 1901 
Berlin Land Records 54:429 (1918) 
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